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October 23, 2017 
 

 

 

 

Ms. Alice Ann Gola 
Office of Policy Support 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Food and Nutrition Service 
3101 Park Center Drive 
Room 1014 
Alexandria, VA  22302 
        ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Dear Ms. Gola: 
 
On behalf of the 57,000 members of the School Nutrition Association (SNA), we appreciate the opportunity to 
comment on the notice Agency Information Collection Activities: Proposed Collection; Comment Request-Summer 
Meals Study published in the Federal Register on August 22, 2017.  As noted, this is a proposed new data 
collection activity with the purpose of better understanding several areas of the Summer Meals Program, 
particularly the administrative differences between the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the National 
School Lunch Program’s (NSLP) Seamless Summer Option (SSO).  
 
Based on the feedback of a working group comprised of SNA members that sponsor the SFSP using one of the 
two models, we support the intent of this proposed study, but have serious concerns. The study design appears 
to be very ambitious in its goal to reach the number of respondents outlined in the Federal Register notice and 
collect a significant scope of information across the two different administrative models.  
 
This process will involve every member of the administrative and operations staff of the summer program, with 
each being assigned a specific role and responsibility to complete daily. In consideration of the short window of 
operations for Summer Meals Programs, frequent follow up with site supervisors and/or sponsor representatives 
will be a burden to program operators. The intense monitoring and visiting schedule currently required by the 
regulations mean that every minute of personnel time is already critical. Given tight budgets and time schedules 
and prescribed meal periods, the availability of staff to participate in the study will be limited and is likely to 
affect the number of respondents. 
 
Participation by communities in rural areas is vital to the objectives outlined in the study. But rural area 
programs are unique in design and often have personnel that function in multiple capacities to comply with the 
prescribed positions outlined in SFSP regulations and guidance. In addition, many rural sites do not have reliable 
access to wireless internet connections and personnel may have difficulty completing the survey questions. 
 
With the broad breadth of entities sponsoring the summer meals programs (ranging from school food 
authorities to local advocacy groups to camping organizations), the data collection process from such varied 
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sponsor types and their experiences could challenge the accuracy and consistency of data. The interpretation of 
certain questions on the survey might differ between a school sponsor and a community based organization. 
Personnel involved may be seasonal employees with limited availability and scope of knowledge about the 
overall program. 
 
SNA is concerned that the proposed collection does not address several regulatory barriers that significantly 
hamper efforts to expand sponsorship. These include: an application process that is cumbersome and quite 
dense; rigorous requirements for prescribed visits to locations and when they are to be visited; recordkeeping 
related to the ethnic backgrounds of the participants on a review-by-review visit basis; lack of transportation 
resources and related lack of funding; and the depth of the Administrative Review at the meal site, as well as at 
the sponsor level.  Each one of these areas needs to be evaluated for improvement. In addition, restrictions 
placed on site operations including physical boundaries, location of shelter areas, meal pattern differences 
between SSO and SFSP and the congregate/non-congregate meal service definition, challenge the opportunities 
to reach children not served by these summer meals programs. 
 
In addition, and where appropriate, the study would be most helpful if methods to streamline the administration 
of the summer meals programs could be improved to benefit sponsorship and, ultimately, increase meals served 
to children in the summer months. 
 
On behalf of our SNA membership, thank you for the opportunity to share our thoughts.  Please let us know how 
we may provide additional assistance, or serve as a resource. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Dr. Lynn Harvey, RDN, LDN, FAND, SNS Patricia Montague, CAE 
President Chief Executive Officer 
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