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What are Political Action 
Committees?

• Political committees registered with the Federal 
Elections Commission (FEC)

• Often connected with membership organizations, 
trade associations, corporations or labor unions

• Corporations and associations are prohibited from 
contributing directly to federal election campaigns

• PACs are heavily regulated by the FEC and must 
file frequent reports on contributions
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Political Action Committees
• Started in the 1940s, became popular in 

1970’s following election reforms
• Currently about 3,800 PACs registered
• FEC allows PAC to give up to $5,000 to a 

candidate for each campaign (primary, 
runoff, and general election)

• Over $356 million raised by candidates in 
House & Senate for 2006 election

• PACs gave $121 million to House & Senate 
candidates 
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What is SNA PAC?

• Founded in 1981 on heels of budget crisis
• Governed by SNA member board of 

directors
• Goals: 

– To educate members of Congress about the child 
nutrition programs

– To thank the members who continue to support 
the programs year after year
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U.S. Senate: 2006 Congressional Election Recap
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U.S. House: 2006 Congressional Election Recap
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Why Do We Need a PAC?
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Role of SNA PAC

• SNA PAC supports SNA’s legislative goals
• Contributions are voted on by the Board and 

made to Members of Congress who support 
SNA initiatives 

• Contributions are made at receptions 
allowing SNA Government Affairs Staff to 
have access to key Members of Congress
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Role of SNA PAC

• In 2006-2007, SNA PAC contributed 
$27,500 to 25 Members of Congress

• 12 Representatives and 13 Senators
• 9 Republicans and 16 Democrats 
• Recipients introduced and co-sponsored 

SNA supported legislation and spoke at SNA 
conferences 
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What has SNA PAC 
Accomplished?

• In 2006-2007, SNA PAC contributed $27,500 to 25 
Members of Congress

• 12 Representatives and 13 Senators
• Results:

– ERP Pilot bill introduced by Rep. Herseth Sandlin
– Over 50 Members of Congress co-sponsor the bill
– Funding for fruits/vegetables included in Farm Bill
– Funding for Team Nutrition Network in Farm Bill
– Funding to expand Simplified Summer Feeding in FY 

2008 appropriations bill 
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Building SNA PAC

• Only SNA members can support 
SNA PAC financially

• Goal of $2 per SNA member
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How Can You Give?

Just fill in the box!
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How Can State Leaders Help?
• Pass the Buck for PAC State Fundraising Contest 
• Contest ended this month
• Winners to be Announced this Week!
• Membership Divisions:

– 1 – 500 members
– 501 - 1,000 members

– over 1,000 members

• New contest begins this Fall!
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Role of Industry Members

• Must authorize solicitation in order to give
• Only one PAC can be authorized by a 

company each year
• Majority of SNA PAC funds donated by non-

industry members
• SNA PAC can accept unsolicited donations 

from other PACs. 
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Companies Authorized to 
Solicit

• S A Piazza & Associates
• Pierre Foods
• Rich Products
• Tony Roberts Company
• Sackin & Associates
• Sara Lee
• SFS Pac
• Tyson 
• Ventura Foods 
• Winston Industries

• Advance Foods
• Campbell Soup
• Culinary Standards Corp.
• Dennery Enterprises
• Eastside Entrees 
• Highliner Foods
• J&J Snack Foods
• JTM
• K12 Associates 
•Los Cabos Mexican Foods 
• M&B Products
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Learn More!

• Federal Elections Commission rules govern PAC 
fundraising

• Complete rules on SNA PAC fundraising/contest: 
http://www.schoolnutrition.org/Index.aspx?id=1297 

• Or Contact SNA PAC through the Service Center
• Erik Peterson: epeterson@schoolnutrition.org


